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NOTICE OF TECHNICAL CONFERENCE ORGANIZATION
(February 14, 2002)

As announced in the Notice of Technicad Conference issued on February 5, 2002,
Commission daff will hold a technical conference on February 19, 2002, to discuss the
dlocation of regiona trangmisson organization (RTO) characteristics and functions between
separate organizations within an RTO region.l Participants aso may address the alocation of

1 The RTO characteristics are: (1) independence; (2) scope and regional
configuration; (3) operationd authority; and (4) short-term reliability. RTO functions
include: (1) tariff adminigtration and design; (2) congestion management; (3) pardld path
flow; (4) ancillary services, (5) OASIS, totd transmission capacity and available
(continued...)
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reponghility for peforming other wholesde market functions.  This notice provides further
organizationd details and the conference agenda.

The conference will start at gpproximately 9:00 am. and will adjourn at about 4:45 p.m.
It is scheduled to take place at the Commission's offices, 888 First Street, N.E., Washington,
D.C. 20426, in the Commission Meeting Room on the second floor. The agenda is appended
to this notice as Attachment A.

The conference is open for the public to attend, and registration is not required.
Members of the Commisson may attend the conference and participate in the discussons.
We ask participants to focus on the following four questions:

1) If the functions and characteristics specified in Order No. 2000 are shared or
coordinated among separate organizations within an RTO, how would you suggest that
these functions be apportioned? Please use the matrix appended to this notice as
Attachment B asaguide.

2) From the perspective of ether enginesring or economic effidency, is it more
appropriate to have certain functions adminigered over as large a region as possible?
Conversdy, are there certain functions which can be effectivey administered a a sub-
regiond leve?

3) As we try to evauate how functions might be apportioned, is it useful to diginguish
between functions that relate soldy to operating and adminidrating the transmisson
grid and functions that relate more to operation and oversight of markets for trading
wholesae power and energy?

4) Is the busness model or incentive structure proposed for an organization relevant to
the question of which functionsit should undertake?

Any interested party may file comments in Docket No. RM01-12-000 that address the
issues above or follow up on the conference discussons. It is not necessary to refile

X(....continued)
transmission capacity; (6) market monitoring; (7) planning and expansion; and (8)
interregiond coordination. See Regiona Transmission Organizations, Order No. 2000,
FERC Stats. and Regs. 31,089 (1999), order on reh'g, Order No. 2000-A, FERC Stats. And
Regs. 31,092 (2000), aff'd, Public Utility Digtrict No. 1 of Snohomish County, Washington
v. FERC, 272 F.3d 607 (D.C. Cir. 2001). See aso Order Providing Guidance on Continued
Processing of RTO Filings, 97 FERC 61,146 at 61,633 (2001).
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comments or file summaries of comments aready filed with the Commisson. Commenters
are asked to spedificdly identify the region or regions, if any, that thar comments address, and
to crossfile their comments in any appropricte RT dockets. Comments must be filed no later
than March 12, 2002.

The Capitol Connection offers dl open and specid Commisson medings hdd at the
Commisson's headquarters live over the Internet, as wel as via tdephone and satellite. For
a fee, you can recelve these meetings in your office, & home, or anywhere in the world. To find
out more about the Capitol Connection's live Internet, phone bridge, or satdlite coverage,
contact David Reininger or Julia Morelli at (703) 993-3100, or visit
www.capitolconnection.gmu.edu. The Capitol Connection dso offers FERC open meetings
through its Washington, D.C.-areatelevision service.

Additiondly, live and archived audio of FERC public medings are avaladle for a fee
via Nationd Narrowcast Network's Hearings.com (sm) and Hearing-On-The-Line (r) services.
Interested parties may ligen to the conference live by phone or web. Hearingscom audio will
be archived immediately for lisgening on demand &fter the event is completed. Cal (202) 966-
2211 for further details.

Those interested in obtaining transcripts of the conference need to contact Ace Federal
Reporters at (202) 347-3700 or (800) 336-6646. Anyone interested in purchasing videotapes
of the meeting should cal VISCOM at (703) 715-7999.

Other questions about the conference program should be directed to:

Diane Bernier

Office of Markets, Tariffs and Rates
Federad Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20426

(202) 219-2886
diane.bernier@ferc.gov

Linwood A. Watson, Jr.
Deputy Secretary



